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Americans a year, up to 700,000 children a
year And I know you’re for that, and I ask
you to keep working with me until we make
sure that health care is accessible and afford-
able to all American working families.

Now, that’s how we’ll build our bridge to
the 21st century, doing everything we can
to strengthen and support working American
families. Soon after I took office, I got rid
of my predecessor’s anti-worker, anti-union
Executive orders. Our administration is pro-
family, pro-worker and pro-union. I strongly
support collective bargaining. It is not a privi-
lege, it’s the right of all of our workers.

The recent resolution of the McDonnell-
Douglas contract dispute at the bargaining
table is a great example of why we have to
preserve that right always. And we’re glad
to have you back at work. I want you to know
I’ll keep standing up for working Americans.
Congress tried to make our workplaces less
safe and company unions the law of the land,
but I wouldn’t let them. Congress tried to
gut the National Labor Relations Board and
undermine the prevailing wage laws, and I
said no.

We can have a stronger economy without
sacrificing workers’ rights, workers’ job secu-
rity, and safe workplaces. And I will keep
fighting to protect striking workers from
being permanently replaced. I will also con-
tinue to use my veto pen to stop Republicans
in Congress from attacking our working fami-
lies and the unions that represent them. Our
unequaled progress throughout the entire
20th century would simply not have been
possible without the unions that helped to
make it happen. I know I can count on you
to help me build that bridge to the 21st cen-
tury.

Our best days are still ahead of us, but
we have to do everything we possibly can to
make that promise real for all Americans.
And as we do, we’ll all be better off.

So, for the next 40 days, go out and tell
your friends what President Kourpias told
you. Your vote matters more than ever, for
the Presidential race, for the fight to elect
good people to Congress, for your future,
your children’s future, and the future of
America.

Thank you, God bless you all, and on to
victory.

NOTE: The President spoke by satellite at 6:41
p.m. from in the Hyatt Regency Hotel to the asso-
ciation meeting in Chicago, IL. In his remarks,
he referred to George J. Kourpias, president,
International Association of Machinists and Aero-
space Workers; George F. Becker, international
president, United Steel Workers; and Stephen P.
Yokich, president, United Auto Workers.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee Reception
September 26, 1996

Thank you so much. Thank you, Senator
Kerrey, for that uncommonly generous intro-
duction. [Laughter] And I thank you and
Senator Kennedy for being on your best be-
havior tonight. [Laughter] And I thank you
for giving me the chance to be the warmup
act for Don Henley. [Laughter]

Ladies and gentlemen, I very much want-
ed to be here tonight with Senator Daschle
and Senator Lieberman and Senator Kerrey
and all the others who have talked and who
are here because this is an important
evening. I’d like to personally thank the retir-
ing Senators who are here, many of them
I have known for a long, long time.

I thank my friend Bill Bradley, and I thank
Jim Exon who always gave me such wonder-
ful, sage advice. If I had taken all of it, I’d
be better off today. [Laughter] I thank How-
ell Heflin whom I first met over 20 years
ago when neither one of us were even close
to our present positions. I thank my neighbor
Bennett Johnston for his friendship and his
guidance. I thank Sam Nunn for his many
contributions to our country and to me per-
sonally. I thank Claiborne Pell for always
standing up for what is noble and good in
politics and human nature. I thank Paul
Simon for being a force for reform down to
the last day of his service in public life. And
I thank my friend David Pryor, as good a
friend as I ever had in public life. I will miss
them all, and they have served our Nation
well.

I do believe that Senator Kerrey and oth-
ers who were involved in this, and maybe
just the civic impulses of the candidates
themselves, have given us an unusually at-
tractive group of candidates who are running
for the United States Senate this year. And
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I know that I have the names of 12 who are
here, and I’m going to, at the risk of—if I
miss anyone, this will be a good test for how
you’ll do in the Senate. You must stand up
and make sure you are recognized. [Laugh-
ter] But I’d like to introduce those whom
I know are here.

Steve Beshear from Kentucky. Steve, are
you here? Where are you? Stand up. Come
out here so we can all get a look at you, if
you’re over there in the crowd. Come on up
here. Come here; come and stand here.
Thank you. Fritz Hollings certified that he
looked like a Senator—[Laughter]—and I
can tell you he’d be a fine one. My friend
and former colleague Governor Joe Brennan
from Maine and your former Congressman
from Maine. Come on up, Joe. I know he’s
here somewhere. Come on up. I know Joe
didn’t leave. Jill Docking from Kansas, I saw
her. She’s right here. Come on up, Jill. Con-
gressman Dick Durbin from Illinois. Where
is he? Where is Dick? Congressman Tim
Johnson from South Dakota, come on up.
Come on up, Joe. Mary Landrieu from Lou-
isiana, is she here? Mary, are you here? Jack
Reed from Rhode Island, Congressman Jack
Reed from Rhode Island. Dick Swett from
New Hampshire. Tom Strickland from Colo-
rado. Come on up, Tim. Sally Thompson
from Kansas, she’s right here. Come on,
Sally. Congressman Bob Torricelli from New
Jersey. Mark Warner from Virginia. If any-
body else is here who is running for the Sen-
ate, come up here so we can see you. If it
looks so exciting and you have an uncontrol-
lable impulse to start now, come on up here
so we can see you. [Laughter]

Ladies and gentlemen, I’ve had the honor
of being in the States of most of these can-
didates and doing what I could to speak a
word for them. They are truly outstanding.
They would serve our country well. They
would be worthy successors to those whom
we honor tonight. I wanted you to see them,
and I want you to remember, as Bob Kerrey
said, we have just 40 days, and they have
a lot of hurdles to overcome and a lot of rain
to walk through to get to the sunshine on
election day. I hope you’ll stick with them
and do what you can to help them. Thank
you very much. Give them a hand. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

Ladies and gentlemen, last night I got
home late from Pennsylvania and I got all
my accumulated paperwork and I took it to
bed and started ripping open the envelopes
and talking to Hillary. And she was saying,
‘‘It’s late. We should go to sleep.’’ And I said,
‘‘I’ve got to read this stuff.’’ And all of a sud-
den I opened this envelope, and I said, ‘‘Holy
smokes.’’ And I got, as I do, the Government
reports regularly scheduled to come out the
next day. They send me a little summary the
night before, and this was just a brief sum-
mary. But it said, ‘‘Tomorrow the United
States Government, in its regularly sched-
uled annual report on the incomes of Ameri-
cans will say that we’ve had the biggest re-
duction in the inequality of incomes of Amer-
icans in 27 years, the biggest drop in poverty
in raw numbers in 27 years, the biggest drop
of children in poverty in 20 years, the biggest
drop of female head of households in poverty
in 30 years, the lowest recorded poverty rates
ever among African-Americans and senior
citizens in the United States.’’ And I thought,
we are on the right track. We’re onto some-
thing. We’re doing something right.

And I appreciate what Bob Kerrey said.
But to be fair to him, given the prevailing
political rhetoric in 1993, it wasn’t very easy
for a Senator from Nebraska to cast the vote
he did. But we got the interest rates down.
We got the economy going again. We have
101⁄2 million jobs to show for it, record num-
bers of new small businesses, the lowest com-
bined rates of home mortgages and inflation
and unemployment in 27 years. That’s what
we have to show for it. We’re moving in the
right direction.

And because of what we tried to do and
because of the results that our efforts are
helping to bring, I think it puts the choice
the American people will make in 40 days
in a clear perspective, particularly when you
look at the fights we had over the budget,
the Government shutdown, and the other is-
sues.

I was just out in Senator Daschle’s home
State in South Dakota where they put—if
you ever get discouraged about America, go
to South Dakota. We said we’d like to stop
in South Dakota, and we wanted to go to
a town where they were having a home-
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coming game, so they just put the home-
coming game back an hour. And we sort of
warmed up the crowd. So I’ve now warmed
up for—I’ve been the lead act for a home-
coming game and the lead act for Don Hen-
ley. I’m kind of getting into this. I like this.
[Laughter] And I was just talking to people
there in the audience. And it’s very humbling
to see the fundamental goodness of our peo-
ple and the old-fashioned faith people have
in this country and to see people feel con-
nected again to their elected representatives
and understand the relationship between
what happens here and what happens where
they live. And that really is what this election
is all about.

Once in a great while, a country like ours
makes a set of decisions at election time—
or if they don’t have a democracy, they do
it in some other way—that has huge, huge
ramifications. This is such a time, not be-
cause of any of us but because of the times
in which we live, because we are changing
so fundamentally the way we work and live
and relate to each other and relate to the
rest of the world.

When I sought the Presidency 4 years ago,
I did it because I did not like the fact that
we were not prepared and we didn’t have
a unifying vision to take us into the 21st cen-
tury. And every day I get up and think of
the three things that I wanted to do in 1992.
I wanted to take us into the next century with
the American dream alive for every man and
woman, every boy and girl willing to work
for it. I wanted us to grow together instead
of be driven apart by our diversity, as so
much of the rest of the world is being bedev-
iled by their diversity, even though it’s much
less in most countries than we have here. And
I wanted us to continue to lead the world,
as Bob said, for peace and freedom and pros-
perity.

And 4 years later, because we followed a
strategy that was simple and profound: of op-
portunity for all, responsibility from all, and
a community where everybody who works
hard and shows up and does the right thing
has a place, we are clearly better off than
we were, and we are clearly moving in the
right direction.

But there are some very big decisions that
underlie all the specific issues that are being
discussed. It really is, are we going to build

a bridge to the future or attempt to build
one to the past? There really is a difference
of opinion about whether you think we’re
better off being left to our own devices, or
at least our family is left to their own devices,
or is the First Lady right, does it take a village
to raise our children and build our country
and strengthen our economy and move for-
ward?

It is not a question of big Government or
small Government. Our administration and
the Democrats who are here took the lead
in reducing the size of Government and the
burden of regulation and changing it more
in ways that gave more legitimate authority
to State and local governments and to the
private sector than the previous administra-
tions did. But we do not believe that it is
responsible to stand up and say the Govern-
ment is somehow inherently bad and if it just
weren’t hanging around here you would be
great, because we believe that we have to
have a partnership and that we have to do
those things together that help us to move
forward.

I’ll just give you one example. In the area
of research and development, we just agreed,
as many of you have heard me say, we just
agreed with IBM to build a joint supercom-
puter that will do more calculations in a sec-
ond than you can do on your calculator at
home, your hand-held calculator, in 30,000
years. Now, I think that’s a good expenditure
of your money, but you can’t make it by your-
self.

Our medical research has led to a doubling
of life expectancy of people with HIV and
AIDS in only 4 years. We had—just before
Christopher Reeve gave his powerful speech
at the Democratic Convention calling for
more research, for the first time ever we had
laboratory animals with severed spines have
movement in their lower limbs because of
nerve transplants.

I just talked to the International Associa-
tion of machinists before I came here, by sat-
ellite. A lot of them lost their jobs in the
defense downsizing. But because we believe
that the Defense Department ought to try
to find other things for those folks to do,
many of their workers have been helped by
a technology research project that we have
used defense technology on to try to help
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structure a system wherein heavily trafficked
highways will be able to avoid car accidents
forever by computer programming and
things that will cushion against them.

So all of these things are things that none
of us could do on our own but we can do
together. The student loan program and
scholarships and credits for people to go to
college are things we have to do together.

So what I want to ask you to do is not
only contribute to all of these candidates,
anybody who can be here tonight is articulate
enough, knowledgeable enough, and has
enough conviction to influence other people.
And I’m telling you this is one of the four,
five, or six most important elections this
country has ever had. This is a watershed
election, not because of any of the individuals
involved but because of the moment in time.
And we will make decisions in 40 days that
will affect how we live in 40 years.

If you doubt it, just think back over the
history of the country. What did George
Washington and his crowd have to do? They
had to decide are we going to be one country
or 50 States—I mean 13 States. They de-
cided one country. If they hadn’t decided one
country, there never would have been 50
States, we would have been stuck at 13. And
John Breaux and I and those of us who lived
in the Louisiana Purchase never would have
served in public life. [Laughter] Some of you
might think that would be good—[Laugh-
ter]—but on balance, you get the idea.

Then Abraham Lincoln had to decide,
well, if the States formed the country, could
the States turn around and leave it—a pretty
logical argument. He decided the answer was
no, and he gave a half a million lives, includ-
ing his own—including his own, to uphold
that answer. And then having made that deci-
sion, he had to decide, well, if we’re going
to be one country, can we go on being hypo-
crites forever? How can we say we believe
all people are created equal and tolerate slav-
ery? Can we do that? The answer to that was
no. If either of those two decisions had been
different, think about how your lives would
be today, how much smaller your lives would
be, how much less our lives would be.

Teddy Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, they
had to decide, well the country is no longer
a rural country dominated by small farms;

it’s basically an urban country dominated by
big industries. Can we just rip all of the natu-
ral resources of the country up? Can we let
monopolies dominate the country and op-
press workers and charge whatever they
want? Is it okay to let kids work 70 hours
a week, some of them in coal mines? And
they said no. If they hadn’t made those deci-
sions, think how different your country would
be.

Now, the closer you get in time, the more
you can see the implications of the decisions
made in the Great Depression and World
War II by President Roosevelt, the decisions
made for the cold war by President Truman
and upheld since then. This is that kind of
time.

And this whole business about are we
going to build a bridge to the future or try
to hold on to the past, do we believe it takes
a village where we all work together, or in
this new, highly technological, entrepreneur-
ial, fascinating world where all the barriers
are coming down, would we be better off
if everybody just left us alone to find our
own level? These are huge decisions. And
the implications of them for our children and
our grandchildren are things that we cannot
today fully appreciate. But deep down inside
we know they are big deals.

So I say to you we have the evidence on
our side now. I gave you some of it tonight.
We could talk until tomorrow at dawn about
the things that are better now than they were
4 years ago. But the important thing is
whether we’re going to keep charting the
right kind of course for the future.

So I say to all my fellow Democrats, don’t
make a party argument for this election,
make a people argument. Ask every voter to
decide what do I want this country to look
like when we start the 21st century, and what
do I want this country to look like when my
children are my age. And when my grand-
children and their children are reading the
history books, what do I want them to say
about what we did at this critical point in
history? If those are the questions, you know
what the answer is going to be.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:58 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to musician Don Henley.
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Proclamation 6922—To Extend
Nondiscriminatory Treatment (Most-
Favored-Nation Treatment) to the
Products of Bulgaria
September 27, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The United States has had in effect a bilat-

eral Agreement on Trade Relations with Bul-
garia since 1991, which was last renewed for
an additional 3-year term in 1994. Pursuant
to my authority under subsection 405(b)(1)
of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C.
2435(b)(1)), I reconfirm that a satisfactory
balance of concessions in trade and services
has been maintained during the life of the
Agreement and that actual or foreseeable re-
ductions in U.S. tariffs and nontariff barriers
to trade resulting from multilateral negotia-
tions are, and continuously have been, satis-
factorily reciprocated by Bulgaria.

Moreover, pursuant to section 2 of Public
Law 104–162, and having due regard for the
findings of the Congress in section 1 of said
Law, I hereby determine that title IV of the
Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2431–2441)
should no longer apply to Bulgaria.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to section
2 of Public Law 104–162, do proclaim that:

(1) Nondiscriminatory treatment (most-fa-
vored-nation treatment) shall be extended to
the products of Bulgaria, which will no longer
be subject to title IV of the Trade Act of
1974.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders inconsistent with
the provisions of this proclamation are here-
by superseded to the extent of such inconsist-
ency.

(3) The extension of nondiscriminatory
treatment to the products of Bulgaria shall
be effective as of the date of publication of
this proclamation in the Federal Register.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Septem-
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun-

dred and ninety-six, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 30, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 1.

Proclamation 6923—Gold Star
Mother’s Day, 1996
September 27, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Of all the many bonds between one human

and another, the love of a mother for her
children touches the deepest chords of pas-
sion and selfless devotion. A mother willingly
gives her affection, her work, and her spirit
to prepare her children to go forth into the
world and make their own way. Few of us
can appreciate the strength of this tie more
keenly than a mother whose son or daughter
has died while serving our country.

Every Gold Star Mother has lived through
this tragedy. She is experienced firsthand the
shock of having a child taken away abruptly,
at the brink of achieving his or her promise
for fulfillment; she has suffered the terrible
realization that years of love, nurturing, and
teaching have been lost in a seemingly ran-
dom event; and, ultimately, she has faced the
need to rededicate her life in a way that will
give continued meaning to the precious
memory of her child’s existence on earth.

Instead of withdrawing into the privacy of
their anguish, these courageous women
channel their grief into constructive service,
memorializing their children by living lives
dedicated to helping others. Gold Star Moth-
ers do this not for personal gain, but in the
hope of making our world a better place.

Whether comforting a disabled veteran in
a VA hospital, counseling the family of a re-
cently fallen member of our Armed Forces,
or working for a community volunteer group,
America’s Gold Star Mothers make a real dif-
ference to those in need. They also serve our
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